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GRANT'S CHANGE OF BASE.

[Fo"un the Richmond Examiner, May 24th. | j

When Genera! Lee moves his army after a !

lost battle, f'»r the purpose of £*'11iner -away

from his antagonist, because he finds nun self i

u».able to m^iiir»in a struggle of Irute iorce J
with him, he v>iii have retreated. Bui if ;

eidvr rw;rty ha<done ti>at, it is certainly Grant .

.L^.e followed him from th<* Wilderness; he is !
7 i

now ihe last. to move and i* pursuer, nor pur j
sued fnnn Spott>ylvania. U i> true that hy
both movements these amde* have been }

hr«Hiiih* nearer to Richmond; h\u for Lee it i

w<h rendered ne;esrarv hy the configuration of,
the s«»il and the lines of those rivers which he ,

had resolved to defend. They have their !
sources remote fr«»m the city, approach it in j
th-ir enur-e, and emp*y rheir waters in the |
neighboring Y<»rk. But f *r Grant if- was j
choice. He is where he now is because he j
C «uld not. pa-s over the mad of his first and
second ch 'iee. He might h;ve come to Spott. j
nivi-.i-i hy travelling along the straight road

- frMs? Washington t«* Fredericksburg through ¦

Sr.ffu.j uith-ojc firing a h.»r or losing man.
FI? might have arrived at Milf«»rd or B«»wIinh" !
(./reen tc sii2 P-:rt R<»y »I «»r Ta.!>pmiH.*.nn<«cl: v/irh
out the slaughter of hi> tmors in the Wilder-
n»i>s »»r ar the Oou't House. He m*ght have
c i ne still nearer. H ? miirhf have co:?ic to the j
INDing IVee, within eleven miles o{ Richmond, j
without hu engagement with General L .*->. He
mii-hr "h-tv« c »ih« up the Pcnin-u!». perhaps j
toi?iir Oiks, and joined hands with Burb-r on |
the south side, as some s'ill expect him to do !
cUl»! illlS he a ill proclaim in i«»e pnn,
to have "been the object oi all his circuitous

roiit«-\ liy each »»f' tJiese ways (it advance he

| w >u!! have brought Genera! L-'° from the
I Hapi'iaii nearer to Richmond. He di»i not
[ tak« diem because there were dangers and de
I Wk He preferred the firand the second
j b«f.irp the third, and this h*-f»re the fourth,
f That he abandoned alter trial, * he two fii>t is
[ due to two clear defeat* in battle.

So fir from losing ground Lee has pained
niHiiite.-r advantage's by each change of the

\ lines. I? i< easier to defend that portion of his
| iiiiB which is mar to Richmond than that
I which was far removed tioni i-- He i> far
I belter situated now than at Sport*\Ivariia
f {J«»urt U«.»u-e, anil that was betser than the
i tViliiemess. In t-i»her p!a<*e his supplier,
I stnres and reinforcements had t > come up
I Richmond. The country has be^n long

Ks.-ce M*ared and beaten into a desert by the
I Uiiis and trampling of three invasions..
I the railroad^ to hi-ramp wears7 miles or

I re«l nuid - vere always interposed by every
siiower. His cavalry i* n« toriou>!y defective

| aa«{ h-i> always proven inefficient to protect his
Co?11?> 11. ni»ti<!;!> at those moments when ni«»>t

I tM^df(! While operating on ih" !<»wer rivers
I ifK'Se, iron les are over. A few nour>

I £'Vfi hiai his supplies. The roais can no

i'»n^er !<e severed with impunity. ! hrdifficul
thunder which he has labored are tran-fer

| to the >core of the eoemy. Perhaps a con
vji-tio?! that, it would be so was the reason

Vjliifh inade Grant orefer to encounter Lee in
the \\ dderness* instead of coining straight to
n 1 . . »< k

w

filuiora.

Considering the whole fact's we think the
Xnno h-a- (*.<>m e vvhr'n (1 onfi:<ierates may cJichange
C'>ng::rii!ai*.ati'»n^. N »refieetin# man can d<m,;'t
that the gem--ra! Mtnanon is very f?iuch i. si-

proved since the day when Grant cms.-ed the
liapidan and Butler landed B»-rniu«h* Run-
dred. That was indeed a critical moment. .
The Confederate Government had been wiI
warned of the concentration against Richmond.
Ir was half eon\inced of irs reality. But. if
was only half belief; an id-'a rather theoretical
than practical ir was jns«*. enough move 3
to render ir active in recruiting the divisions
which Lee had with him en (he Rapidan. Ir.
was m»t >ati.-fied of the truih as to collect ai!
the divisions of Lee's army in the place, or

even in trie State. It muie on urmsu ti coliec
lion in Virginia Bin throughout *lie winrer
the enemy mashed up Ids meii from every

quarrer of the U o.red States to ihe outer lines
<»f Virginia. Fniiy determined to make ?he
blow decisive he spared no cost or means.acted
without regard to future campaigns?, (Join
terrnpied by any di.-turhing cau-e, he placed
his atmies in portions whence thev could he
brought upon vital points of attack in a few
hours of movement.
W hi n h!! wa s (]«n t e rea < ]y. and t h e roa ds en-

tireiv dry, the signal was given, and flio two
ma>ses ».f destructive material struck ii-\

warned, but still ill-prepared, at the same m

stant. That wa< indeed a critical moment..
But the ship had an origin#] strength, sulB
cient to stand the shock. Lee. s thiu army
heat, the chief force of the enemy in the Wdd
erness ; the SeC"nd hlow was d«_aden«-d hy the
fortifications near- Drnry. _hji'ery moment
since e!ap>ed has been gain to us. Time was

all v>e wanted to bring up Beauregard, and we

got time. When he forced the enemv fron
his entrenchments and reoiiened co nmuuioa

tion<. an«i when Lee had gi vei> t he fit:a! a .. ;swev

to the <pie>ti«*n whether he a. »le to stand
up against, the tul! weight of Grant, the chief
danger, the danger of being crushed under the
ru>h oI ar; avalanche, cea ed to exist. It is
true that the chance of battle may yet. some

day, fall again>t us ; but. it is certainly tar less
pro'-aj'le now thiin then; and, therefore, we

think fche»*e is convincing. sohd reason to be¬
lieve that the military filiation at this moment

is much morn favorable to u.> ihati when Grant
crossed the Rapid an.

bince hkscampaign iu ViiraiiiM, been in com-
\

ma rid of the D-p uTjuent of the Northwest-,
and engaged in eon-iucting flu war against - he
Sioux Indians, had been ordered-to j-»in Gen.
Grant. wiih hn corp<. He has reached Sprin;v~-
field, Illinois!, with bis thousand of bis troops,
and will probly concentrate the rest of his
forces and move-into the Shenandoah Valley.
A decree of the Peruvian Government has

been transmitted to the U S. .Stare Dep-trt
n.ent, in whii-h it. I.-? stated that th*> Peruvian
Government does not. recognize the authority
which is exercised over the Chinch a. Inlands
by the Spanish squadron.-
A heavy battle is said to have taken place

betwt en the French arid Mexic in* at San L'lis,
if] which the French were defeated, The
statement is doubted. ^

General Philip Sr. fleorge Cooke has been

appointed General Superintendent of Recruit-^
ing for United States armies. headquarters at

New York:

This Wounded..The Wa-hu.gtou Cbrnn;-
i tie says: "It appears from the r<Jh* of tV^

I Medical Director that -8.000 men have hw:\
j s»jct to the hospitals fiMiii'hft batch fields in.
j the present campaign. About 2,000 of the
iiiinO'-er «rt% not wounded but sick. The sfasu}-

' /"V\ L « 1| * 5 . .*! 1 * I

! er Lity of Ai?«auy arnveu at x-Liesandria ir*»ra

I P«>r«. R'>ya! with severs hundred rii^n on board,
! v>ho were wound«d on Tuesday a fir] Wednes
I- d ay 1 :. 3 r in v « h r h1 ^ on t! i e N »r t! \ Anna. The
| Stafe of Mama passed up to llv ashio-ston yes¬

terday morniug, wiih a large number of w^ua-

ded on board.
j

Advance in Gold . (j-»!d reached 190
1

yesterday, the highest fiiure it has yet touched.
| If will £0 up to 200. and beyond, unless some-

j thing d-me, and i h:it right soeediiy. to re-

j duoe the vol urn 3 rA the cim>n<;vr. Mi ica.-y
I successes cannot reach the root of the disea-e,
1

1

i which is the re iuouance uf paper currency..°
i Congress muse -idnpt some mea-ures. and an

.?i' once to curtail the enormous pap^r ?r>>ues or

f.h e co u :i £ ry.. [W as h. (J h ro n i el .; uf yestorduy,
| ,+

The Washington Chronicle of yesterday
says: ir:-.in> from a retu..?ea. who !effc

j
' D*nvil!e Virginia, in April last th it the rail-
I road connection from that, point to (ireefHO^'
rousih, on the North Carolina Centra! hadheern

| completed before ho left, v.nd ?b..u the cars

were running through. '5

Elwava A. PolUni, «so., one or the editors
! of the Richmond Examiner who was ''-a poured
I ors board fGreyhound, and who had oecn ora

his parole in B >ston. was on Saturday xent to
f-

| Fort Warren in accordance with orders from
j Washington. Mis.-? Belle B'»yd, captured afc
i 1 i 1 j , .»j i0e u»iue n^.s oeon rejCcA**e»4«

Jam&s Judd. a wealth'.7 farmer of St. Charles
county, Missouri, who had taken the oath of

j alieinanoo to rhe U. S. has been senreneed to

Pav & 10.000 and be inrnriaoned during the wa?

for spying thai hs hoped the Confederacy
would h« rve^niz ;d, as the only hope of sal*

! vrition for rht couistrv. Of her persons who
i - i

I have cos*sniirte*i similar off./iue-s in civic region
have been aio punched.
A Montreal dispatch give*; some particular:*

! of rhe death of H<m. Joshua R. Gidding^
He was e?3*?aned in a game or biiiiasds
at the St. Liwnnee Hi!! when he sul*

-lov.".a L rsdeniv eem plained of weakness, and
I
I on a sola, but at on-'.e became insensible,
| and expired in a lew minutes.

The gold medii presents 3 to vYashin^tfcon:
j by Congress, on the evaluation of S istori iy
I the British.the only gold one ever preset ted

to him, has bee?) purchased hv a fetf gentlemen
i

f "

of Delaware, and, it is said, wid be prefer]tea
to Lieutenant General Grant. The sum pawl
f. »r the medal is over $5000.

The Old School Pre-bytorian Convention in
ser-siun at Newark, New Jersey, on Friday

l unanimously adopted an au*ireparD.


